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University of St Andrews Students’ Association 
Executive Committee Meeting
 
Minutes
Meeting on the 6th of February 2026
 
  
Starring of Agenda Items (*): At the beginning of the meeting attendees will be asked to indicate any agenda item which they would wish to be starred for discussion. 
However, if any attendee wishes a substantive discussion on a particular recommendation or item of business, they should so intimate to @unionexec as soon as possible.  

Present: President of Union Affairs (Alice Hodges, PresAffs, Chair), President of Education (Emily Bannister, PresEd), President of Student Opportunities (RoMo, PresOpps) President of Postgraduate Taught (Pierluigi Maffi) President of Postgraduate Taught (Amy & Campaigns & Communications Intern (C&C, Fernanda Silveira Maia, Secretary).


1. Welcome and Introductions
a. Chair’s welcomed all attendees.
b. Apologies for absence: PresWell (Alex Chun), 

2. Updates and Items for Discussion 
a. The chair’s provided an introductory overview of the meeting.

3. Introduction
3a. The President of Union Affairs began the first Union Executive meeting of the semester.

4. Projects and wins this week
4a. Athletic Union President 
i. Audited the qualifications of volunteer and coaches,

4b. President of Student Opportunities
i. Finalized the first batch of societies affiliations 
ii. Next batch of affiliations will be in March,
iii. Predicted that can finish affiliation process in March as well 

4c. President of Union Affairs
i. Reported a win with the AMH bursary for returning residents
ii. Guarantor scheme working group 
iii. Graduation costs project
iv. Progress bar will be on the website, but it could cost £500 so is looking at creative ways to minimise this whilst ensuring transparency
v. Meeting with VP Development for the long-term sustainability of the Campus Larder and notes the receipt of an additional 12k given to the Larder!
vi. Changed President’s Award to Presidents’ Award (One Union Awards) to reflect the flat structure and Change Programme recommendations.

4d. PGR President 
 
i. Working on how to help PGR who have staff contracts with the Union 
ii. Highlighted that are different types of contracts 
iii. Forum on how the university can be better.

4e. President of Education
i. Science and Medicine Journal 
ii. Beacon Bar as a study space, for commuters and others
iii. SSCC change 
iv. Desk hogging, introduce lockers with library 
v. Library etiquette and Library charter 

4f. President of Postgraduate Taught 
i. Beacon Bar 
ii. PGT Forum to improve student engagement 

5. MFQs
5a. PresEd reported on an issue with the MFQ system.
i. The Union do not have access to some of the required information
ii. Union and University need to sign the data sharing agreement to support this.
iii. School Presidents want to do a boycott to point out the failure in act in partnership 

6. Executive officers’ membership in the main bar
i. PresEd would like to switch and give PresWell the spot in the main bar working group. 
ii. All presidents present agreed that it was more relevant to PresWell remit.


7. Volunteer of the month of December and January
7a. PresOpps shared a list of potential volunteers of the month for both December and January:
I. All agreed on the winners, RoMo to take this away and communicate it.



8. Colour of the Exec Officers gowns
PresEd requested to use the yellow/gold gown to be more distinctive, and all the others supported the decision. 


9. Postgraduate Beacon Bar 
I. PGT suggests having events later and earlier in the week to please everyone
II. Promoting it during Reading week 
III. Launching it after Reading week 
IV. In the Summer, events once a month. 
V. Promote the different option in the Beacon Bar and possibly have a voucher for drinks.
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