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Education Committee
St Andrews Students Association


Meeting Date: 20th February 2025 (18:00 – 19:00)
Large Rehearsal Room (Student Union Building)



GENERAL INFORMATION

Meeting called by: Education Executive Committee
Type of Meeting: Education Committee
Chair: Faculty Presidents
Note Taker(s): Sharanya Gupta

ATTENDANCE

Attendees:
Oliver, Alicia, Jeremy, Georgia, Ariane, Nick, Stephanie, Kiera, Cole, Olivia, Christie, Tom, Millie, Erin, Finn S, Sydney, Josephine, Fleur, Haley, Tasha, Donald, Hugo, Anisha

Hitanshi, Phoebe, Emily, Sharanya

Online: 

Apologies: (?)

Absences: (?)

Guests:

Molly, Shona, Connel,


AGENDA ITEMS:

· Welcome – week 4

First Agenda Item: Disability Student Survey (Molly Reade)
· Overview:
· All School Presidents were sent an email about the Disability Student Survey. It’s based on some policy decisions by both DSN and the Disability services. We want the survey to reach more people and we’ll only be able to share data with the different schools if we get collect enough dataresponses. 

Second Agenda Item: Advising Students (Shona)
· Overview:
· The advising role will undergo a review since we Paul and I are embarking on an overview of the Advising role. We routinely look at service roles within the university and your participation as students is crucial in that process. Could you all, in your school emails, We have one ask that is if you could in your school emails include some question about student’s experience with advisors and particularly the signposting role in advising. (Paul and Finn B) in arts subhons we have a different process than science – that will come under this review, I wanna ask you to ask you rfellow students – signposting role in advising. Advisors are often included in a lot of the emails regarding  responses to misconduct, eg. Say a student is They are on probation. , one of the things we’re thinking about isWe want to understand how students perceive their engagement with their advisors after these difficult conversations. , I’ve also heard from students, they are not entirely sure when they do have questions whom to contact. Something we have to address, as part of this advisor role review – it would be helpful to know when they have questions about reaching out to people. 
· Discussion:
a) Point 1- any questions/ clarifications 
b) Point 2

· Speaker: Talking points  
· History SP: Wwould you like us to distribute the same questions you have or individualized personalised questions for each school? 
· Shona: tThat’s for you to habe a discussion aboutdiscuss. We want this to reach as many students as possible to see . From your pov if we could see what’s going well and what isn’t. It’s to helps us move forward with the shape and depth of the review and what we should be focusing on. The mechanics of it, you know a lot more about how you engage with students in your respective schools so I’ll leaceleave that to you 
· DoEd: Aare you focusing on just subhons undergraduate advising or postgraduates ? Pgt as well?
· Shona: yYes. We’re looking at the Three areas – role of advisors from all student’s perspectives.  experience – various things in terms of –Such as, do students see advisors as only beingjust colleagues counsellors atin the uni that whom they interact with at the beginning of Ssemester 1, or do they see that person a point of contact throughout their time at university?. This idea of signposting – wWhen I’m we’readvising/ training them in Aaugust, we encourage them  – your role is to signpost. They are experts in credits, module requirements, etc. not  – they are not experts in accommodation and mental health- but they should know whom to refer students to if asked.  for advise. They have expertise in credits, module requirements, etc those are things that students should be aware of. 
· ChristieSpanish LC: Aare students supposed to have the same advisor all 4 years? the way through 
· Shona: Iideally, they should have the same one throughout subhonours. Service roles are allocated according to workload. Not the case that pPeople who advise in first year, would don’t necessarily carry on in that role in the next (same for honours) – depends on allocation of service roles – same for hons. Those advisors should know the whole sweep of modules available to students and they requirements. – across the faculty and univ. 
· IR SP: Wwould you be able to give some prompts and wording just so we can communicate it in the language you want to na hear from students – could we have that in writing? 
· Shona: I could summarise what they say with Hitanshithe DoEd. Whether that’s a series of questions in a survey or. Yyou may want to raise it as teaching and learning committesscommittees. There are various options for you to gather this information. I can summarise what I’ve offered this evening to give you something to work on. If we could have feedback by the end of this semester that would really help us. The intention is to substantial work on this over the summer. We will be advertising an intern role as well. 
· Doed: mMight be worth adding an angle for joint honours students.  – cause iIt’s particularly challenging for them– especially if their advisor is in one of their schools only.
· Shona: great Great point. One of the questionsQues could be if they students receivehave a consistent answer on for a joint hons program. me 
· Math SPATH: some sort of ?? mMy joint honours rep mentioned that their is saying something at SSCC. Their 2nd year module choices influence what they modules they can do in honours.  – they don’t have prereqs to get to the end in some cases –They often don’t get  we don’t have enough guidance at subhonours if you’re balancing modules across different subjects. for that. This student had an advisor from Biology  advisor for this joint hons student, who couldn’t advise them properlyu on Mmaths modules. 
· Shona: subhons Subhonours advisors should have knowledge across faculties. They will know their own subjects more but yeah. I would say that if you’ve got 2 subjects in your degree intention then you’ve only got one advisor during subhonours. If there is something that the advisor isn’t sure about then they should be liaiseing with the DoT or advisors in the other school. That might be an outcome of a general question (i.e. of how are you experiencing advising?). That would suggest that you want open questions so that useful information emerges rather than yes- no answers. Subhonours should be advised about the prerequisites for both degrees. Perhaps another category – information on advising – on our webpages – aside Apart from the review, we’re im working on with colleagues in IT to update those advising information pages on our webpages.   
· IR SP: Aare you looking to standardize the process across faculties or are you just trying to make sure individual schools are better equipped at handling advising? 
· Shona: Nneither. We want to evaluate if we need to make any changes to the status quo. what we do at the moment. That perhaps helps you understand and formulate questions. There isn’t necessarily goaing to be any change unless we see it from the advisor perspective. Andperspective and it’s routine good practice to review these things. The advisor role hasn’t been reviewed in a number of years. One of the questions could also be, encouraged me – “what do you think your advisor of studies does?”. 
· Sci/Med FP Med: I know some people with two advisors for joint degrees in honours.
· Shona: Yyes, that should be the case.
· Sci/Med FP: I’ve had instances where they haven’t known what to do with my questions. They’re great at the beginning of the year but not as much after. and then it kinda goies to shit 
· Shona: Sstudents’ studies don’t always go according to plan which is when they need further guidance.  advise. If that is the case and if any students in your school are unaware of the course of action and if they’re getting unsatisfactory answers from advisorsadvisors, then they should come to Ppaul and I. 
· MAthsMaths SP: The process is complex at honours. I do my own research;. Iif I know my combo is a bad one and ask my advisor, them for advise they say you need to have passed this module to take the one next semester. Like yes, I’ll hopefully pass it this semester to take it the next one in second sem. next sem. So I don’t think they look at it properly and factor in matters of chance.
· Shona: wWe do assume that students who are advised into modules will pass them. That again raises a good point about how much research should ug students should do on theirhave of program requirements as opposed to going to their advisor. 
· Shona: the thing is flecibility. We would like students to understand that we they have degree flexibility but every path they go down on can’t necessarily be easily reversed. – they can’t necessarily shop and change after completing certain prereqs.  
· 
Third Agenda Item: Strategic Impact Analysis (Speaker Connel– Time)
· Overview:
· Abc
· Ros Ccampbell brought the Review that doc to EduCom to get your feedback . Idk what the feedback was but thatand it was submitted as part of TQER in Nnovember. my purpose today is –If anyone wants to see the document,  is their anybody who’d like to see the doc I’m happy to share it. Just to note that it has come to this committee and we’re seeking general consensus and consent. 
· 
· Discussion:
c) Point 1: We are seeking general consensus and consent on the document at this committee. 
d) Point 2

· Speaker: Talking points  
· DOEDDoEd: I know a lot of you are involved in the review in two weeks time. We’re taking a different approach . Weand want to identify some topics of concern. We’ll share the  – briefing dates,  – plsplease try to make them.  – iIf you won’lt be at review but have ideas,  – get in touch with me so we can ensure it’s raised. – make sure we raise it. 
Fourth Agenda Item: Reading list (Speaker – Time)tom
· Overview:
· Abc
· Last week I brought up the reading list software during the previous EduCom. Based on our meeting with the library Last last week, ’s meeting, the project is scheduled to be delivered in June. Because of rResourcing issues within IT, means that we it’s not possible to can’t integrate it with Mmoodle etc. Tthere is also no available data available on how students use reading lists. Priority is to integrate it with moodle. I kinda guessed that many people don’t use mms. We want to know how you access your reading list – moodle, mysint - 
· Discussion:
e) Point 1: How do you (students in general) access your reading lists (Moodle, MySaint, others?)
f) Point 2

· Speaker: Talking points  
· Finn B: can you put this on a questionnaire.
· Tom: it’s not esstnaily at the moment. 
· OliverChemistry SP: mms MMS is not something I use to access my reading list. I access mine from MmySsaint. 50/50 in chem. 
· PhoebeSci/Med FP: [show of hands]. – mMoodle:dule – 8; MmySsaint: 16; mmsMMS- 1
· Emily: do you want more info tom?
· TOM: if you wanna put this on SSCC – message me – lib staff have a feeling students use mysaint. 
Fifth Agenda Item: UAF Agenda (Speaker – Time)
· Overview:
· AbcUAF is fast approaching so we should discuss some points we will be bringing up. We send out the agenda and background before the meeting to prepare staff.  
· Fast approaching – discuss some points we will bring up
· DOed: we tend to send out description of agenda items to prepare staff. 
· FINN B: will there be food? 
· Sharanya: yes 
· 
· Discussion:
g) Point 1
h) Point 2

· Speaker: Talking points
· Art Hist SP: Will there be food?
· ARI: Yes.
· OliverChem SP: For the industry placement fee issue, we did a student survey. What effect did tuition have on your placement: – some dropped out, hated it, many places on placements are unpaid. The university’s scene is very good, placement is good for , work experience and references., Wwe’re framing this to the university as a slight advantage depending on fee status. I was being paid 20K per year. Aand the uni said you I’vehave to pay 5K that too for a uk UK student. We’re interested in hearing from LCs who’ve been on placement to see what services did they use, since we want to make that a point too. have you been using – we wanna make that a point as well. 
· Sci/Med FP: Based on my research,  found that fee reduced from the university’s direct competitors reduce fee up to 50-75% while StA still asks for  in some unis and sta has asked for 100%. These unis are local direct competitors. 
· DOEDDoEd: for some HC, [historical context] this This has been raised  come up at UAF uaf at least twice since I have been involved, and it hasn’t been very productive. The dDecanal team excuses suggests that – students can still use university resources, and the fee covers site visit costs.  they will ebar some costs in terms of site visits. Idt I don’t think that justifies a full fee. Can we have a level of agreement and a singular front that might help us make a strong argument?. That’s why we brought it up, if there are any questions 
· OliverChem SP: Lastlst time we were told that the placement is a student’s  it was said that it’s a “personal choice” which. I think is that’s academically unfair. 
· EMILYArts/Div FP: For this discussion, can I borrow the LCs and ML SP at the end of EduCom? LC AND ML SP can I borrow you guys at the end
· HugoPhysics SP: Ccan we estimate how much a student costs thea university? 
· Sci/Med FP: PHOEB: Wwe could probably prolyl figure that out, however, we shouldn’t go down the stance that the university doesn’t need the money. The university is a business, and so the argument of cutting down their money is not productive. . Going down the stance that the uni doesn’t need the money from the students is not the best stance to go down. The uni is a business, they wanna make profit, so going down cutting their money is not productive. 
· Physics SPHUGO: Bbut we are customers in a way.
· DOEDDoEd: Tthat is true but. Ggiven the university’s financial situation of unis in general plus sta. making the argument that the uni doesn’t need the money is condusive this argument is not conducive. 
· OLIVERChemistry SP: Tthat’s why we’re focusing on the student experience side of it. 
· PHILOsiphyPhilosophy SP: Ddo we have a breakdown of what’s been  we’ve said in the last 3 years so we can come prepared.
· EmilyArts/Div FP: I can send UAF notes later.
· Olivia: I’m happy to present a strong front I just don’t wanna repeat 
· Stephanie: 
· Oliver: specifically work placement. Cause you’re not doing the same credits,
· STEPHANIEChinese LC: We receive reduced fee for did study abroad but we payed paid full fee for placements as well.
· TOMFrench LC: Ddoes the university offer any financial assistance? 
· Chemistry SPOliver: None none beyond what is already offered to students plus. iImmigration status often limits that.
· PHOEBSci/Med FP: Iif you’re doing an internship you’re more likely to get funding from the university but if you say placement, then it’ is harder to get financial backing. The two are – it’s recognized differently, not sure why. 
· FINN BArt Hist SP: Ddo we have any relevant school policy that pertains to this? Cause I fought them last time and I don’t want to. Anything about grants, how’re they applied, what’s the decision- making process looks like?. Any relevant paper work that we could bring forward.
· PhoebeSci/Med FP: Yyes, most definitely. 
· DOEDDoEd: I’ve sent a link to, it’s the minutes from the last UAF where that this was discussed at. (Page 2 has a breakdown.) 
· History SPNICK: Ccan you use student services if you’re outside of the UK?uk (yes) story time –Because I was told by a friend that you can’t use students services on study abroad and there are some issues with . Ss is one the global office is another.as well.  
· DOEDDoEd: SS offers they have counsellors and they have therapistsy. They aren’t allowed to give therapeutic support because of national regulations surrounding medical advice, but you can schedule meetings with counsellors. Cause of national regulation around providing medical advice. 
· Chemistry SP: Oliver: mMany students in Europe can’t access students servicesSS and they are on their own. 
· DOEDDoEd: im I’m happy to speak to SSss about this. 
· SPANISHSpanish LC: you You hear a lot of horror stories about study abroad – and event though people have bad experiences, but they don’t push it once it’s done. Students go on these programs, often don’t receive prompt replies to their emails so we could find some evidence there. abroad, their emails aren’t responded to promptly. You could potentially get evidence their.
· ML SP: heard so many horrow stories myself –Someone I knew went to Kkazakistan, and found  it challenging to find ing someone who speaks Russian.  is challenging. They soon realized that they couldn’t communicate with their host family. They had to relocate and didn’t receive much support from the university to do that. were with families that don’t speak their language and they had to relocate a lot and didn’t get much support 
· STEPHANIE: I just know from the uni pov cause I also had- global can’t provide legal or accom advise. Just because if anything happens., if they get kicked out, they can’t blame it on the university. 
· {ETC{
· DOEDDoEd: to To summarise the main argument,  – they calculate student fee centallycentrally on a credit system. – so you pay fee depending on the credit you receive. 
· AnishaEnglish SP: when When I was in Sspain, we were getting module creditsels but we were paying half the fee. So, I was wondering if your credits looks similar?
· OLIVERChemistry SP: [breakdown] –We get 90 credits for is the work you’re being paid to do at an industry not for educational purposes. 
· BIOBiology SP: I received emails from students who hadn’t received introductory module that they were meant to do while they were abroad.  – lack of support on that end 
· DOEDDoEd: Okay, for the other agenda items, someone from timetabling will be there and we will continue the conversation on wheno that information is released earlier. Hopefully she’ll be able to tell us more about that. On MEQs,  – the thing about questions being about particular specific people, . Tthose were never centrally put in, it was on a opt- in basis. Still part of new system – but depends on the school to opt in. I want tona push on the graduate attributes question not being there. Do we want tona bring up extensions again, since they said our information wasn’twans’t up to date. Finally, Do we still wanna bring that up? Raise of hands? – some schools gfot rid of self certs.
· Philosophy SP: no No one cares really because . Iif you miss over 4 things classes you get a 0 X, it doesn’t matter if you self certify or not. if If you have an extenuating service, email the dotDoT.
· DOEDDoEd: Iisn’t this going backwards?. 
· Sci/Med FPPHOEB: I like self certify because you can say exactly what you want and it’s a bit more anonymous. 
· Social Anthro SP: PAuL: Tthere was this understanding amongst students that self certs don’t count towards absences recorded. So, they are just not actively approving them – but they keep doing it in case we the school needs to support you. Iconfusing but it’s not negative response
· DSN Rep: we’ve We’ve had people reach out, the wording is bad and caused a lot of anxiety.  -  it says unauthorized – wording is bad 
· PaulSocial Anthro SP: Tthey’ve tried to tell students they aren’t disadvantaging them – through my emails. 
· History SPNICK: tThey say you still have to email the tutor so self certicates are is redundant. 
· Econ SP:Ariane: Howhow does it make it different for the admin team?. If they’re still monitoring it, how does it cut down on their time?. They might as well just approve it. 
· Philosophy SP: from From my understanding,  of the admin team, it’s the same issue theay have with timetabling, i.e. they can monitor who’s signing up but because they  to also have book that and email everyone about it, – there is more to do at the time of finalizing plans. 
· Econ SPAriane;: but doen’t theDoT dot have to log that in? 
· Philosophy SP: I’m not sure how the DoT is involved there. idk what the dot does, it’s just good to have the convo going 
· DOEDDoEd:; I think it’s worth – I’ll talk to someone to discussing why this has happened. This will cause confusion based on school specific ettiquete. 
· Chemistry SP: Oliver: one of the mainreasons We mainly we have self certself-certificates for visa purposes – so the school can say that they’ve been in contact with the students.  – illness before tutorial -main reason is visa – so school can say they have contact with the students.  
·  
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