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The purpose of this fact sheet is to provide clear guidance to campaigners and 

voters on the known facts, principally financial, as presented to the Students’ 

Association by the National Union of Students (NUS) and as understood by the 

Board of the Students’ Association. 

This fact sheet is designed to provide transparency and accuracy regarding the 

effects of affiliation with the NUS. This document has been prepared and 

approved by the Deputy Returning Officers and is designed to be impartial. The 

students of the University of St Andrews will make arguments for and against 

affiliation. 

Affiliation with the National Union of Students would provide the Association 

with a number of services, detailed within. Alongside the services offered, the 

implication of affiliation is of a significant cost to the Students’ Association. 

The following information has been prepared from materials sent to the 

Deputy Returning Officers from the National Union of Students (NUS), the 

Students’ Association Board (SAB), and from the University of St Andrews. 

Additional information may be added to this document as it becomes 

available.  

 



CONTEXTUAL INFORMATION 
On the 1st of February, 2022, the Students’ Association’s Student 

Representative Council (SRC) passed a motion to mandate a student-wide vote 

on whether or not to affiliate with the National Union of Students (NUS). The 

NUS is comprised of two separate companies. 

NUS (UK) is a Company Limited by Guarantee, which focuses on delivering 

focused high-impact national campaigns and representation. 

The NUS Charity is a Charitable Company Ltd focusing on the provision of a 

strong students’ union for every student, promoting and building the stand-

alone value of students’ unions.  

The majority of NUS members are affiliated to both NUS (UK) and the NUS 

Charity, but it is possible to affiliate to either one or the other.  

The University of St Andrews Students’ Association is currently not affiliated to 

either NUS (UK) or the NUS Charity.  

Students at St Andrews will have the opportunity to vote on affiliating with 

NUS (UK) and NUS Charity in two separate ballot questions on 1 April 2022. 

(Voting will be open from 00:01 to 18:00 on the 1st). 

 

BOARD STATEMENT 
The Board of the Association recognises that it is for the members to 

determine democratically whether the Association affiliates to NUS. The 

Board’s highest priority is to ensure a fair vote on the issue. The Board 

accordingly has chosen not to adopt a position on affiliation.  

In budgetary terms, our existing financial commitments and challenging 

commercial conditions mean that the Board has determined that any costs 

associated with affiliation will have to be met from the existing non-

commercial budget (General Committees, Advocacy, and Societies) Non-

commercial budget areas are the areas in bold on the budget information 

below. 

 



BUDGET STATEMENT 
The University have not confirmed whether or not there would be an increase 

in funding (via its block grant) to cover the cost of NUS affiliation and 

associated expenses, such as travel and accommodation costs associated with 

conferences and/or training events. Non-commercial budget areas are bolded 

on the budget information below. 

St Andrews Students’ Association 2021/22 Budget 

  Budget Actual  Variance Variance Previous 

  2021/22 2020/21 Budget/Actual Budget/Actual Year  

  £ £ £ % £ 

Bars 277198 -19557 296755 -1517.39 253721 

Catering - Main Bar Kitchen 5756 9814 -4058 -41.35 26127 

Coffee Shop 30794 -43600 74394 -170.63 20247 

Catering - Old Union Diner 4158 -2186 6344 -290.21 16095 

  40708 -35972 76680 -213.17 62469 

Games 1318 -449 1767 -393.54 5330 

  1318 -449 1767 -393.54 5330 

Freshers Week 51750 11 51739 470354.55 30507 

Entertainments 73720 -5071 78791 -1553.76 10752 

  125470 -5060 130530 -2579.64 41259 

General Administration (exc 
int) -263201 38897 -302098 -776.66 -146358 

General Committees -200050 -151465 -48585 32.08 -158027 

Publications -58010 -35865 -22145 61.75 -47169 

Advocacy -104688 -48158 -56530 117.38 -56449 

Societies -28200 -9209 -18991 206.22 -5611 

Grad Ball 15500 0 15500 #DIV/0! 0 

On the Rocks -3600 286 -3886 -1358.74 -321 

  -642249 -205514 -436735 212.51 -413935 

SUB-TOTAL -197555 -266552 68997 -4,491.23 -51156 

Add: Interest received 5000 11083 -6083 -54.89 16826 

TOTAL -192555 -255469 62914 -24.63 -34330 

 

Prepared by Finance Manager J.C. on 1/12/21 

COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH AFFILIATION 
According to NUS Scotland, the annual cost of affiliation to the St Andrews 

Students’ Association would be as follows: 



NUS Charity: £3,185 

NUS UK / NUS Scotland: £12,740 

TOTAL ANNUAL COST: £15,925 

This equates to 2.5% of the Students’ Association’s annual block grant from the 

University (which currently totals £637,000 per annum). 

These figures may rise and fall depending on the changes to the size of the 

block grant from the University. 

 

SERVICES PROVIDED BY NUS 
According to NUS Scotland, the St Andrews Students’ Association would be 

entitled to the following services and benefits by affiliating with the NUS. 

 

National Representation 

As a member of NUS, the St Andrews Students’ Association would be entitled 

to elect and send delegations to a number of NUS Conferences. Delegates are 

entitled to vote in NUS officer Elections, propose policy, and vote on policy 

motions. 

These Conferences include: 

• NUS National Conference 

• NUS Scotland Conference 

• NUS UK Liberation Conference (for students who self-define as Black, 

Trans, LGBT+, Disabled, or as a Woman). 

Delegate Entitlement is calculated differently for each Conference, meaning 

the exact number of representatives that St Andrews would be entitled to send 

to each of the above conferences would vary based on student enrolment 

numbers. 

Additionally, the National Union of Students represents its member 

organisations at Holyrood, Westminster, and in national media. 

Current campaigns, according to NUS Scotland, include but are not limited to: 

for a fair system of gender recognition for trans people; to decolonise our 



education system; successfully lobbying for free sanitary products and 

investment to combat gender-based violence; Summer Student Payment;  a 

Student Housing Strategy; Student Mental Health Action Plan; and a campaign 

to break education’s links with private companies responsible for the climate 

crisis. 

 

Training and development opportunities for officers 

The NUS (UK) and NUS Charity offer a variety of events and training 

programmes for officers and union staff, including: 

• Regular learning, development and networking events such as “The 

Gathering” in Scotland. 

• NUS Charity Offers training programmes such as a “Lead and Change” 

officer development programme and “Learning Academy” training 

events. 

• Strategic Conversation – an annual networking, learning and horizon 

scanning event  

• NUS UK offers anti-racism training. 

• NUS UK offers a RISE leadership programme to provide in-depth 

development to black staff members.  

 

Other services 

The NUS also offer Election Services, primarily in the form of appointing a 

Returning Officer to oversee appeals and comparison data on turnout. 

The NUS also offers an Employee Engagement Survey to evaluate the 

engagement and satisfaction of union staff. 

NUS Charity offers affiliated students’ associations other practical support, 

such as HR guidance and legal support. 

 


